
Principal’s Corner 
Welcome back and Welcome New Teachers to Paper Mill.  

On August 26th from 1:30-2:30 PM the PTO is sponsoring a meet your new 
teacher’s opportunity. All students and parents are invited to attend. Here is 
a brief introduction to the new teachers and what they wanted you to know 
about them.  

Art Teacher Mr. Assir:  

This is my first year teaching at Paper Mill, but my 
fourth year teaching art. I am very excited to be able 
to help you all become wonderful artists. I love 
drawing, painting and all sorts of art, but my true 
passion is working with clay.  

I grew up in Virginia, close to Washington D.C, and 
finished my high school career in Beirut, Lebanon. 
After graduating from U Mass Amherst in 2015, I was 
able to get my very first teaching job in St. John, one 
of the beautiful Caribbean islands. Having traveled a 
good amount, I try to bring an appreciation for all 
cultures and peoples into my classroom.  

When I am not in the art room, I am usually at my clay studio in 
Northampton, playing with my dog Maya, or having some laughs with my 
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Parent Meeting 
and PBIS kickoff  
5:00 PM-5:30 on 
September 18th.  

At the seminar you 
will learn: 

-What is PBIS  

-What are the 
school rules. 

-How we support 
students to be 
successful. 

-Ask questions from 
the parent 
perspective.  

Staples Classroom 
Rewards 
Information on 
page 4.  Learn how 
you can help the 
classroom teachers 
earn money for 
supplies. 

NO SCHOOL  
Labor Day 

September 2 

1
OPEN HOUSE 5:30 
Book Fair 5:30-7:30 

September 18  

2
PTO @ 6PM  
First Meeting 

September 10 

3

VOLUME 4 AUGUST 2019

Paper Mill Elementary 
http://pm.schoolsofwestfield.org



friends. I can’t wait to spend the next year creating and learning with you all!  

Physical Education and Health Mrs. Bust: 

I have a seven year-old daughter and a five year-old son. In addition to being a mom, wife, and 
caretaker to my elderly, disabled mother, I have 12 years of public school teaching experience, I am 
an avid marathon and ultra marathon runner, a personal trainer, and group exercise teacher, and 
animal lover.  I enjoy being healthy and active and look forward to sharing some activities and 
discussion points with you and your family during the year that will bring your family closer 
together, happier, and healthier.  

Special Education Miss Taylor and Miss Walker: 

I am so excited to be joining the Paper Mill School community. I was raised in Westfield and attended 
Paper Mill for 5th and 6th grade when it was first built, so I feel like I am coming 
home. I currently live in West Springfield with my 5-year-old daughter, Taylor 
and our dog, Cooper. I have a Bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Education 
and a Master’s degree in Special Education. When I’m not busy teaching, I enjoy 
spending time with my daughter. We especially enjoy going to my parents’ lake 
house in Upstate New York where we go swimming, boating, and tubing. I also 
enjoy reading. I’ve been teaching for 16 years in a variety of positions, but most 
recently taught integrated preschool in Warren, MA for the past 10 years. I’m very 
excited (and a little nervous) about this opportunity to further my career and try 
something new. It’s wonderful to be able to now give back to the school and community that helped 
raised me. I look forward to meeting you all! 

Hello! My name is Emily Walker, and I have just relocated to Westfield from Martha’s Vineyard where 
I have worked in Special Education since 2012, most recently in integrated preschool. I am looking 
forward to returning to the elementary school setting- I have also taught in kindergarten, first and 
second grade. I went to undergraduate at Keene State (my hometown!) and earned my Master’s in 
Education at Lesley University in 2015. Before I became a teacher, I worked in agriculture for several 
years in both vegetable and livestock production. 

When I’m not at school, I love baking, swimming, playing tennis, trail runs and hiking. Since I’m new 
to town, I will take all the recommendations I can get on the best trails in the area! I’m looking 
forward to getting to know the students and families at Paper Mill this fall and hope everyone enjoys 
the rest of their summer! 
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Grade 1 Miss Horner: 

Hello, my name is Nikki Horner. I am very excited to become part of the 
community at Paper Mill this year. I received my elementary teaching degree at 
Central Connecticut State University and began my teaching career in Hartford. 
Before that I worked as a one-on-one paraprofessional for students with autism. 
This will be my 5th year teaching first grade, and I’m excited to share a love of 
learning, thinking and exploring with my students. I love reading books, drawing 
and traveling. One of my favorite places to visit is Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
because so many amazing things happened there in history, the art museum is 
beautiful, and the food is delicious. I also like to garden and take care of plants. 
You will always see a plant friend in our classroom! I am excited to meet you and 
share a school year together! 

Grade 3 Miss Howe: 

I am so excited to be joining the Westfield Public School District! This will be my 
fifth year teaching but my first year in Massachusetts! These past four years I 
have worked in New Hampshire and Connecticut, most recently teaching first 
grade for two years in rural New Hampshire. Now, I live in Easthampton with my 
fiancé and new puppy, Loki! Some of my favorite things to do are taking Loki on 
walks, watching Marvel movies, cheering on the Patriots and Bruins, and 
discovering new books. This summer, I’ve been busy working at a bank, planning 
my wedding, going to the beach, and training my puppy to do tricks!  I hope you 
are all having a great restful summer and I can’t wait to meet everyone soon! 

Technology Specialist Mr. Houle: 

I’m glad to be back to Paper Mill! I was the Tech teacher for the 
2017/18 school year. I was originally hired in Westfield in 1995 as a 
Science Specialist, and like to incorporate fun science topics, as well as 
math and social studies, into technology. We have now entered the 
Information Age, it’s the digital revolution, so it’s important for students 
to know how to effectively and appropriately use technology today. I’ve 
been a technology teacher in Westfield since the 1998/99 school year, 
and I’m excited about the possibilities with all the computers, 
applications and websites we have here at Paper Mill. I’m looking 
forward to a great new year! 
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Drop Off and Pick Up: 

Just a reminder, when dropping off and picking up students, families must park in the lower lot and 
walk their student to the entrance of the building. It is important that for all our students' safety we 
model the use of the crosswalk instead of cutting across the field. We do not always have a staff 
member at the crosswalk so please be sure to follow the procedures we have put into place for 
student safety. Thank you!  

Staples Classroom Rewards: 

Staples is offering a classroom rewards program. When parent shop, teachers earn 5% back in 
rewards on every purchase. Teachers enroll at staples.com/classroomrewards. Once a teacher enrolls 
the parents can visit the website, select a teacher and enter their receipt number and purchase 
amount. Teachers earn 5% back in rewards every time parents shop at Staples so they can stock up 
on school supplies.  

Kindergarten Information:  

Summer Play Date:  August 22, 2019 at 1:00-2:00 or 2:30-3:30    

We invite our families to come to the playground to meet each other, meet teachers, and play 
together.  At that time the teachers will observe the students and be able to chat with the parents. 
Please note, since this is an outside event that will be cancelled if it rains. Please choose one of the 
times that is most convenient for your family.   

Small Group Work:  August 29th and August 30th  

 August 29  Last Names A-J  12:30-2:00 

 August 30  Last Names K-R  9:30-11:00 

 August 30  Last Names S-Z  12:30-2:00 

During this time teachers in small groups of students.  This will allow teachers to extend their 
knowledge of the children to make the best placements for all students.  In order to be able to have 
appropriate group size, please come only to your assigned time. Parents and or families must stay in 
the building during this time, the school administrators will offer a question and answer session for 
parents and parents will get to speak with each other as you join the Paper Mill community.  

Orientation:  September 4 9:30-11:00 OR 12:00-1:30 

On September 3rd, the school will call to let you know what time to attend the orientation.  At 
orientation you will meet with your student’s kindergarten teacher and explore her/his classroom 
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together. Your child will have a short ride on the bus and play outside.  We will also practice 
lunchroom procedures by sharing a snack in our cafeteria.   

Please follow the schedule as it is planned so that teachers and other staff members have ample time 
to meet and greet each child personally. Each event the child and family attends will allow the 
teachers to get to know your child as a student and place her/him in a classroom of her/his peers 
where she/he can thrive and succeed as a student.  

Transportation for all of these visits is the responsibility of the family.  Bus transportation will begin 
on the first full day September 5, 2019.  You will receive a separate letter with bus information.  
Please park in the lower playground parking lot when school is in session.  
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